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was asked for his opinion about anything. Political
instructors simply held lectures about the political aspects
of the war.
S.S. and S.A. officers followed in their wake. They
were transferred from their home units to the regular
army in order to strengthen the Nazi spirit among the
troops, turn them into active Nazis now that so many
daily problems threatened to overshadow their political
conceptions, or bring out individual thoughts or ideas.
Troops attend these lectures apathetically. The men
show little interest in politics. Only once, I know,
Heinrich, while still in Poland, heard that Mahler, a
youth in another regiment, was the son of a former
Socialist. His colleagues asked questions all around until
someone who knew Mahler's family told them that his
father was dead. For a day or two they wondered whether
or not he had been shot in some political affray; they were
curious to find out what actually happened to old Mahler.
But their curiosity died down and was soon forgotten.
The rapid progress of the Polish war left little time for
personal problems. I have not heard of Heinrich recently
and, I guess, he has since been transferred to the Western
Front.
But most of the older men, the N.C.O.s of the last
war and the reserve officers, were sent to home stations
after the Polish war. They did not go through the cam-
paign too well. The percentage of older men who did not
survive it at all is shockingly great.
These soldiers of the last war were made to bear the
brunt of the Polish campaign. They were sent to the front
line where fighting was thickest. The Nazi Party wanted
to get rid of them. Hitler knew that among the older
generation, among the soldiers of the last war, there
were many pacifists. Those who had experienced one